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Vatopaidi monastery, mount Athos, 14" century 


https://picasaweb.google.com/109059053374718315796/ImagesOfHolyWe 
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St Demetrios church, Suceava, Romania, 168 century 
picasaweb.google.com/lh/photo/CSe9QD-KzoGQ-JTH2bcJqw 


‘ICONS AND THEIR INTERPRETATION 
Information for the objective student of Russian, Greek, and Balkan icons 
REVERSE PERSPECTIVE: ANOTHER ICON MYTH 


...most of those who write about inverse/reverse perspective do not know that the term 
comes not from some Medieval Slavic or Greek manuscript, but rather from writings from 
the end of the 19th and beginning of the 20th century: 


The Frenchman Gabriel Millet (1899) noted the “birds eye view” approach in medieval 
mosaics, combined there with the incompatible increase, with growing height, of receding 
lines. Dmitry V. Ainalov (1900) — in Russia — used the term ‘reversed perspective’ for 
Stylized characteristics in icon painting, attributing it to the inability of the artist to make 
correct foreshortening (see http://kurt.plommon.se/ljuset/a2. htm — summary of “Inverted 
Perspective in Visual Art and Controversy: A History of a Critical Concept from the Past 
Century” [In Swedish], Uppsala University, 2001). 


The German art historian Oscar Wulff wrote of umgekehrte Perspektive (reversed 
perspective) in 1907, and in the 1920s the notion was taken up by the Russian writer 
Pavel Florensky. ' 


russianicons.wordpress.com/2011/09/01/reverse-perspective-anot... 


This Image, and 
the Images that 
follow, are 
examples of the 
various 
perspective 
systems used by 
Byzantine 
painters 
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Macedonia, 
12" century 
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Panagia tou Arakou, Lagoudera, Cyprus, 12" 
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Panagia tou Arakou, Lagoudera, 
icons.com/trescoes-of-cyprus/486-frescoes-of-cyprus.html 





Manuel Panselinos, Protaton church, mount Athos, 14" century? 
http://www.eikonogratos.com/album/displayimage.php?pid=37728&tullsize=1 
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Manuel Panselinos, Protaton church, mount Athos, 14" century? 





St Nicholas the Orphan church, Thessaloniki, Greece, 14" century 
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St Nicholas the Orphan church, Thessaloniki, Greece, 14" century 








St Nicholas the Orphan church, Thessaloniki, Greece, ME century 
https:// icasaweb. OO le.com/iconroom/ThessalonikiStNicholasOr nanos# 
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Ivanovski rock-cut 


church, Bulgaria, 
13" -14! centuries? 


https://picasaweb.g 


oogle.com/1053732 
134899 75162393/lv 
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Ivanovski rock-cut church, Bulgaria, 13" -14% centuries? 
https://picasaweb.google.com/105373273489975162393/IvanovskiSkalniTsarkvi# 
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Ivanovski rock-cut church, Bulgaria, 13" -14' centuries? 
https://picasaweb.google.com/ 1 053732 [34899 /5162393/lvanovskiSkalni Tsar 
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Ivanovski rock-cut church, Bulgaria, 13% -14th cent 
https://picasaweb.google.com/105373273489975162393/IvanovskiSkalniTsarkvi# 
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Markov monastery, 14" century, Macedonia 
icasaweb.google.com/110565005054412411555/OLxKPH# 
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Markov monastery, 14 century, Macedonia 
https://picasaweb.google.com/110565005054412411555/OLxKPH# 








Markov monastery, 14" century, Macedonia 





icasaweb.google.com/110565005054412411555/OLxKPH# 
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Markov monastery, 
14! century, 
Macedonia 


httos://picasaweb.g 


oogle.com/1105650 
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St Nicholas church, Balinesti, Romania, 15th century WWW. blogprinvizor. ro/2008/04/28/biserica- balinesti- suceava/ 





St 
Nicholas 
church, 
Balinesti, 
Romania, 
1 Bih 
century 
www.blogp 
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balinesti- 
suceava/ 





The fountain, 
Cozia monastery, 
Romania, 16% 
century? 
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Zographer Toma 
from Suceava and 
his team, Dormition 
(Assumption) 
church, Humor 
monastery, 
Romania, 16% 
century 


http://www.flickr.co 
m/photos/fotravel/2 


617556679/in/photo 
stream/ 
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Zographer Toma 
from Suceava 
and his team, 


Dormition 
(Assumption) 
church, Humor 
monastery, 
Romania, 

16^ century 
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Voronet monastery, Romania, 16" century https://picasaweb.google.com/menendez.raymond/RoumanieFresquesEtlcNesJuin2008# 
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Probota monastery, St Nicholas church, Romania, 16°" century 
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monastery, St 
Nicholas church, 
Romania, 

16" century 
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Probota monastery, St Nicholas church, Romania, 16" century 
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Probota monastery, St Nicholas ham Romania, 160 سور‎ 
https://picasaweb.google.com/105373273489975162393/ManastireaProbota# 








Probota monastery, St Nicholas church, Romania, 16!" century 
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robota monastery, St Nicholas church, Romania, 16" century 
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Moldovita monastery, Annunciation church, Forman: 16" century 
https://picasaweb.google.com/10543938444627457/188/BucovinaManastiri# 
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Dragos Çoman zographer, Arbore maa “አቸ: of 5l John the Baptist church, 
16" century | x . 








St John the New monastery, St George church, Suceava, Romania, 16° century 
http://picasaweb.google.com/macariosu/ 


http://picasaweb.google.com/macariosu/ 
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St John the New monastery, St George church, Suceava, Romania, 16" century 
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St John the New monastery, St George church, Suceava, Romania, 16° century 
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St John the New monastery, St George church, Suceava, Romania, 16" century 
http://picasaweb.google.com/macariosu/ 














St John the New monastery, St George church, Suceava, Romania, 16°" century 
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St John the New monastery, St 
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St John the New monastery, St George church, Suceava, Romania, 16" century 
picasaweb.google.com/macariosu/PetruPalamar1 
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http://eisai.kosaiji.org/Romania/16-1-Manastirea-Sucevita/index.htm 

















L vila CRE SE 


ñu 
ርዳ 


'፪ 


Tei We. 
TU የጡ 
EZ = ሻኣዎችኣ - 


- = ond 


sd bn orbe. Roggen nM በለ የ Romania, 16 century‏ مہو 


http://eisai.kosaiji.org/Romania/16-1-Manastirea-Sucevita/index.htm 











_ 4 
a D 


H - 
< : 
0 
Y : 
k 9 r 
eT y ` 
ሠ ۱ 2 
۱ 95 
| - 
k 
+ ۶۳ 
Y/4 ۱ 
d 4 
v 






"K 









ፈ- 1 LX 
ሥ = & 
UNT, W Vote 
yr +Š : ei ^ 
AN Sn 7 ارد‎ un TS d ava 


JF 
Sofronie and lon zographers Sucevita ی‎ Resurrection church, Romania, 16" century 





Sofronie anddon zographers, Sucevita monastery, Resurrection church, Romania, 16“! century 
hitos "Dicas google čom 1961021181 22491 0208262 prilie tU 10P astelelnBucovina# 

















"EIE. TE عد‎ ጂማ 


350 Teil Tes Mam MET 


m 


CUM CH MT A 


c 


BWA TTUN ke wę : 






S o c BE 
UK ጀም 1 





pm a Ew. c = 












5 TOAD ma 27 | | 3 na — —— ጌጃ NN w 

5 = ^r ger = z] ሙ > A ČE < ; - 2 da be S| AV ኢላ Se GA | 2 q ^ 
B LAPP EHET ضر وو‎ H ATA TAR: ل‎ MA KOS R ŚR, 108 3 وا‎ ZY መ 
a; ft E YE 37711 ይ... ^ 1 (rek a | [fi 17 „ii e rer" A x ፍም سے‎ d > ^ m^ E > n ee - Se M. ጭ መቻ Ai » SER 
kt: ah E. 3 SEN ma Wc xi¬ A „ad x A ¿AS x x 


nelê tuš 





በ) IH "AD M [DAL 
| M: | de n í 
ZEE Lan Ven Lët. 33 
Ai و ریا رو‎ he: “መ Se Ke 
8 
„M 


| 
,፳8፡: ee 
° E 
8 


ዴጋ | 00007 


1 t کر و‎ 
vá ٦ L 


sá 
` È 2 


a... 


ca > EI mt BL 5 موی پش ہا‎ E ro ` 
bi e ae í 24 7777 Th prices verimi Hilt kU RE 
BS یر‎ ht La“ ዘ sa KI 


SS SS N° << > 


c em 
3 z day SR 


= 
NT یں‎ a 


Sofronie and lon zographers, Sucevita monastery, Resurrection church, Romania, 16 century 
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cevita monastery, Resurrection church, Romania, 16°" century 
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Sofronie and lon 
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Sucevita 
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Resurrection 
church, Romania, 
16" century 
www.culturaltoursto 
romania.3mt.ro/buc 
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Neamt monastery, Romania, 15% -17" centuries paintings in the 15" century bell-tower 
httos://picasaweb.google.com/116151610207867673083/Moldva# 
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St Stephen church, Nessebar, Bulgaria, 11۳ — 18" centuries 





https://picasaweb.google.com/105373273489975162393/StStephenChurchNessebar# 
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Greece, 17“ century 
www.kunstauktionen 
duesseldorf.de/de/k 
ataloadetails/16/243 
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Arnota monastery, Romania, 17“ century, painted by Stroe from Targoviste, pronaos repainted in 
1705 -1706 by loanichie sin Preda http://picasaweb.google.com/Oasenrast/Sibiu# 
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Arnota monastery, Romania, 17" century, painted by Stroe from Targoviste, pronaos repainted in 1705 -1706 by loanichie sin Preda 
photo Tetcu Mircea Rares 
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Hurezi monastery, Romania, 17“ century 
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Hurezi monastery, Romania, 17“ century 
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Hurezi monastery, the chapel, Romania, 17!" century 
picasaweb.google.com/Ih/photo/2ULIAsE-Enw 8c2GnmT7Lg 
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Hurezi monastery, “Bolnita” church, Romania, 17!" century 
photo Tetcu Mircea Rares 
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Aninoasa monastery, Parvu Mutu and Dima, Mihai and Badea zographers, Romania, 17“ century, 
remodeled in 1722-1730 picasaweb.google.com/ih/photo/yWgf3460R070 TamSp1 FbbQ 
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remodeled in 1722-1730 picasaweb.google.com/Ih/photo/-KOXLvOullMAeJqEvy4CRg 


Sinaia monastery, the old church, Romani 
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Sinaia monastery, the old church, Romania, 17" century 
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Holy Trinity monastery, Meteora, Greece, painted in the 17!" — 18!" centuries 
picasaweb.google.com/Ih/photo/zzU1AKrJawU TO DOG8arujg 
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Holy Trinity monastery, Meteora, Greece, painted in the 17" — 18" centuries 
picasaweb.google.com/lh/photo/zzU1AKrJawUTO DQ8arulg 
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Fedelesoiu hermitage, 1673 — 1700, 1770, Romania 
ilazu.blogspot.com/2011/10/10n-lazu-iurnal-american-vili-doua-... 
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Pantocrator (Transfiguration) church, Corfu, Greece, built in 1689 
picasaweb.google.com/Ih/photo/zzU1AKrJawU TO DQ8arujg 
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Bistrita monastery, "Bolnita" church, Romania, 1513 (?), portico built in the early 18 century and painted in 1710 
by Hieromonk (leromonachos) losif from Hurezi 


https://picasaweb.google.com/108839677152717835690/LainiciPolovragiArnotaBistritaMiercuri# 





Bistrita monastery, “Bolnita” church, Romania, 1513 (?), portico built in the early 18!" century and painted in 1710 
by Hieromonk (leromonachos) losif from Hurezi 
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Bistrita monastery, “Bolnita” church, Romania, 1513 (?), portico built in the early 18% 
century and painted in 1710 by Hieromonk (leromonachos) losif from Hurezi 
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Polovragi monastery, Dormition church, Constantin zographer, Romania, 1713 
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Polovragi monastery, Dormition church, Constantin zographer, Romania, 1713 
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Polovragi monastery, "Bolnita" church, Romania, 18" century 
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Govora monastery, Romania, 18% century https://picasawek 
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Presentation of the Virgin in the Temple church (the town church or “biserica din targ“), Horezu, 
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Presentation of the Virgin in the Temple church (the town church or “biserica din targ“), Horezu, 
Romania, 1800-1804 https://picasaweb.google.com/nisico84 
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Presentation of Christ in the Temple and Holy Archangels church, Paraieni-Livezi, Romania, 1825 
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